POSITION OF RUSSIA TOWARDS CHRISTIANS.

Holy Synod of Moscow, they were required to re-
ceive tile Emperor as Vicegerent of God upon earth.,
and to acknowledge as Patriarch a General Officer
and his colleagues, they would very soon rfemember
not only that the Mussulman Caliph had imposed
neither serfage nor conscription, hut that he re-
spected the name of Christ and honoured His people,
their priests and prelates. With the fickleness which
we must admit as the cause of the event which we
contemplate, they would soon invite a Sultan from
Broussa or Iconium, as they had invited a Czar
from Moscow or St. Petersburg: in this invitation
they would be earnestly joined by the Latins ;* the
14,000,000 or 15,000,000 of Eastern Christians,
suddenly become Starovirtze, would make common
cause with the 8,000,000 Starovirtze of the Russian
Empire,t with the 14,000,000 of Latins in Poland
and Turkey, and all these would look to the de-
scendant of Osman as their protector.

In prospect, therefore, of a practical occupation
of Turkey, some means must be devised for changing

* There is a remarkable tendency amongst them at present
towards Rome, but it is prompted by the desire to escape from
Bussian influence through the Church, in the same way as the
Christians in Circassia became Mussulmans.

f The number is not known, but in any movement they would
unite the Malo-Bussians and the Cossacks, estimated at 10,000,000.